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Authors get to the bottom
of what’ s up with elections

Grace Bauer'spoems were recently
“transcribed” by New York artist Katie
Merz in an exhibition called
“Mean/Time” at Fiendish Plots Gallery in
Lincoln, Neb. Merz described the instal-
lation as "350 feet of poetry." Also, a
20th anniversary re-issue of Bauer's book,

The Women At the Well, is due out this
spring from Stephen F. Austin State
University Press.... Dennis Byrne
recently appeared in the Weekly Standard
with “The Locker Room Fight
Continues” on Dec. 21, 2015 and “Will
Rahm Resign?” on Jan. 25. ... Blue
Balliett was nominat-
ed for an Agatha
Award in the Best
Children’s/Young
Adult category for
Pieces and Players
(Scholastic Press). The
awards will be pre-
sented April 30. ...
Richard Bales(see
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Dick Simpsonand Betty
O’Shaughnessythink they have
an answer for bewildered voters

who don’t understand the new political
world of dark money, super PACs and
social media campaigns.

Their antidote? Their new 256-page
book, Winning Elections in the 21st
Century (University Press of Kansas),
which will officially be available nation-
ally on April 4.

“We believe our book can provide a
way of interpreting what is happening,”
Simpson told assembled writers and oth-
ers at the Society of Midland Authors
Feb. 9 program at the Cliff Dwellers Club
in Chicago.

University of Illinois at Chicago col-
leagues Simpson, a professor of political
science, and O'Shaughnessy, a visiting
lecturer in political science, were joined
by political consultant Don Rose.

Some effective political techniques
summarized in the book are time-tested,
while others are new, Simpson said 

“Things haven’t changed – and they
have changed – and it is figuring out that
combination that is most important,”
Simpson said. “Our book is steeped in the
old-fashioned politics of Chicago. ... It
combines these older methods, which
Chicagoans might know something about,
with the modern 21st century campaign
techniques of social media and voter ana-
lytics, online fund-raising and sophisticat-
ed micro-targeting.

“One of the conclusions of our book is

that democracy is being challenged by the
waycampaigns are run today,” he said,
citing the incredible costs, and the selling
of candidates with false images. 

The increasingly sophisticated tech-
nique of voter analytics “violates our pri-
vacy because it takes credit card purchase
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Grace Bauerreads at the opening of an
exhibition at the Fiendish Plots Gallery in
Lincoln, Neb.

Blue Balliett

Dick Simpson and Betty O’Shaughnessy
discuss how elections really work in the
21st century Feb 9 at the Cliff Dwellers
Club in Chicago.

Political consultant Don Rose gives his take
on how elections are changing.
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Literary Landscape, Page 3) says he is
continuing to “work madly on my book
on the ‘forgotten’literature of Nelson
Algr en” and hopes to finish writing it by
the end of the year. “I get up at 4:30
every morning and work two hours on
it,” he says. He spoke about the book on
Jan. 20 at the Caxton Club. ... Patrick T.
Reardon is writing a book about the
impact of the elevated Loop on the devel-
opment of Chicago. ... Margar et

McMullan will be at
the March 17-18
Virginia Festival of the
Books in
Charlottesville, Va.,
and the April 23 Gulf
Coast Writers
Association at Pass
Christian Library in
Pass Christian, Miss.
... Patrick McBriar ty
spent most of January
in an empty hotel on

Mackinac Island. “ ... I came to Mackinac
to do some writing, and was initially
slightly apprehensive that it might be too
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information, gossip and political data and
combines those to create a political pro-
file for each of us,” he said.

Another challenge to democracy is that
worthy candidates are ignored if they
have no money, Simpson said.

“You can have the best candidate in the
world, you can have the
best campaign theme,
you can have a terrible,
inferior opponent like
Attila the Hun and you
could still lose as a can-
didate. You have to raise
money to be taken seri-
ously as a candidate.   

“To run for alderman
or the state Legislature,
you have to raise about
$250,000. To run for
Congress, you have to
raise over $1 million. To
run for a statewide office
like governor or U.S.
senator, the cost is tens
of millions of dollars.”

Candidates get most of that money by
asking for it personally, he said. 

“Candidates simply hate to do this,”
O’Shaughnessy said. “Even though it
seems to them too much like begging,
they still have to make fund-raising calls
every day if they want to be elected.”

All that money threatens democracy not
just because of its source, but also in the
way it is spent, she said 

“Voters don’t get enough information
to make rational choices,” she said.

Money gets the message out, but “vot-
ers need something positive to draw them
to the polls,” O'Shaughnessy said. “They
need something that appeals to their sense
of political self-worth.”

Key tools for candidates include sophis-
ticated voter analytics, which tells candi-
dates who their likely supporters are; free
media; direct mail and phone campaigns,
and social media to mobilize supporters.

Social media has become so significant
that this year’s Clinton campaign is as
heavily staffed as a media start-up. The
campaign has dozens of staff members
producing original content, Simpson said. 

“She has a blog anchored by five full-
time writers,” he said. “At the same time,

Donald Trump sits at his computer and
sends out messages with more than 5,000
posts on Twitter, which have generated 85
million interactions on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram and YouTube.

“In our book, we try to give you an
insider’s view of how all this works,” he

said.
After Simpson and

O’Shaughnessy finished
their presentation, Don
Rose gave his take on
how elections are evolv-
ing.

“Every decade brings
out new and different
techniques,” he said.
“When I ran [former
Chicago Mayor] Jane
Byrne’s campaign, I
used television, which
was relatively new as a
significant medium for
winning elections. Jane
Byrne became our first

TV mayor. We didn’t have precinct cap-
tains to speak of. We had a lot of senti-
ment. We had a lot of snow.”

Now, credit card information is a heavi-
ly used tool, Rose said 

“All of this credit card information that
[candidates] buy, and who you give to
charitably tells an awful lot about you.”

For example, someone who is an envi-
ronmentalist is likely to be targeted with
campaign messages about the environ-
ment, he said. 

“The best job that we’ve seen recently
using [voter] analytics – [which] was per-
haps a big surprise for people who didn’t
know how good his analytics were – was
when Ted Cruz won Iowa,” Rose said.
“He had the most sophisticated set of
analytics and breakdowns, and he was
able to target the conservatives and evan-
gelicals. ... His people could tell you two
or three days before the election within
100 votes what every caucus was going to
do.”   

Despite the rapid changes,
O’Shaughnessy has hope for democracy. 

“We are convinced that people power
can prevail with the right canvass, the
right issues and the right support,” she
said.

n Elections
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In his previous book, The Great Chicago
Fire and the Myth of Mrs. O’Leary’s
Cow, Dick Balesused his legal and land-
survey skills to solve the mystery of the
cause of the Chicago Fire. His upcoming
book, which he will discuss at the March
8 Society of Midland Authors program, is
about Nelson Algren’s forgotten poetry,
book reviews, essays and short stories.
Here’s what Bales tells Literary License.

L iterary License: How much of
Nelson Algren’s work have readers
been missing?

Dick Bales: After spending years read-
ing and studying Nelson Algren, I am
convinced that readers have seen only the
tip of the literary iceberg. There is a vast
oeuvre under the surface that the casual
reader has never seen. Consider, for
example, something as seemingly mun-
dane as his book
reviews. Algren was so
proud of them that he
had all of them retyped
into a 700-page book
that he wanted to pub-
lish as a volume of lit-
erary criticism.

Toward the end of
his life, he would write
short stories, many for men's magazines
with forgettable names like Rogue and
Swank. Most of these stories he recycled
into his later "story collection books":
Who Lost an American?, Notes From a
Sea Diary: Hemingway All the Way, and
The Last Carousel. But many were not.
Many were published only once in an
obscure magazine and never seen again.
Consider, for example, Manhunt maga-
zine, which advertised itself as the
“World’s Best Selling Crime-Fiction
Magazine.” It ran from 1953 to 1967.
One issue featured Algren's short story
about Joe, who died at the poker table.
Consider this passage.

"The juke coughed on a note, and went
on coughing, how it does when someone
leans against it. I saw Joe’s hands shuf-
fling, but he shuffled too slow. A red
deuce twisted out of the deck and dropped
to the floor like a splash of blood. Joe fell
forward onto the table, without a gasp,
without a sound."

It is great fiction, but it has never been

reprinted.
LL: What started you on the quest?
Bales: I have always been interested in

books about Chicago. I had read Algren's
The Man with the Golden Arm. But it
wasn't until I picked up a copy of Art
Shay's wonderful picture book, Chicago's
Nelson Algren, that I realized that Nelson
Algren was a fascinating character. I start-
ed reading his other novels, and when I
finished, I thought of Peggy Lee – "Is
That All There Is?" And so I started read-
ing his story collections and realized that
he was much more than a novelist.

LL: How were you able to track down
the forgotten Algren?

Bales: Matthew Bruccoli did all the
heavy lifting for me.  He wrote a wonder-
ful 1985 book called Nelson Algren: A
Descriptive Bibliography. In the book
Bruccoli catalogs all of Algren's then-

known work. Written
before the Internet, it is
an remarkable achieve-
ment -- although I have
discovered, with the
use of the Internet, a
few items that never
made it into Bruccoli's
book. So my chal-
lenges were not as bad

as one might think. Brooke Horvath's
book, Understanding Nelson Algren, is
equally remarkable, and it was also very
helpful. Ken McCollum started it all with
his 1973 book, Nelson Algren: A
Checklist, and he and I correspond regu-
larly. He and Algren got to be friends, and
Ken has given me a great perspective on
the man. I troll the Internet and I take
notes.  One thing, one obscure reference,
will inevitably lead to another.

Algren scholars are in agreement – they
are certain that there are other Algren works
out there, published, e.g., in a long-forgotten
men's magazine like Escapade or Harle-
quin, waiting to be discovered. I have
heard of at least two, in fact. So I search
the Internet. Also, there is a “Pulp and
Paper Convention” held every year at a
hotel in Lombard, and I will go there and
on my hands and knees, search through
the cardboard boxes under the dealers'
desks, looking through all the men's mag-
azines. I just tell my long-suffering wife –
I really am just looking at the articles!

LL: How does the missing work com-
pare with better-known Algren writings?

Bales:What I call the "Lost Literature
of Nelson Algren" is simply his lesser
known writings. He is known, first and
foremost, as being a novelist, which is
probably unfortunate, because he never
published a novel during his lifetime after
A Walk on the Wild Side, which was pub-
lished in 1956 to less than stellar reviews.

There is so much more to Algren than
his novels. He creates inspiring imagery
in his poems, his short stories, his essays,
and even his book reviews. Many of these
works – but admittedly, not all of them –
are as good, if not better, than his novels.

I have tracked down some remarkable
things, writings buried until now. For
example, in an introduction to one of his
stories that was reprinted in a literary
journal, he wrote the following. Although
the story has been reprinted, this introduc-
tion, of which this passage is a part, has
never appeared in print since.  And this is
so unfortunate.  You read something like
this, and you ask yourself in wonderment
– how long did it take him to write this:

"In this block-long row of low-built
houses bearing low-hanging porches
under a smoke pall that prefers sidewalks
to skies, one house is missing – as if it
had sunk. Yet under the nameless weeds
and the rubble of the changeful years, the
arteried stone remains." 

LL: Any other future books in mind?
Bales: I am half finished with my book

on Cap Streeter and the saga of
Streeterville. I really have to get that done,
as that book will completely rewrite the
legend of Cap Streeter.  I know that
Society of Midland Author member
Richard Lindberg will say I am crazy, but
I would love to write a book on the 1930
gangland-style shooting of Jake Lingle.

Literary
Landscape

Richard
Bales

Mar ch 8, 2016, program

Clif f Dwellers
200 S. Michigan Avenue
22nd floor

6 p.m. - Social Hour
7 p.m. - Program

Free - donations accepted

Seeking Algren’ s vast missing oeuvre
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remote, too disconnected, and two weeks
on my own would be way too long to still
keep my sanity,” he writes. “Instead, I found
it better and more amazing that I could have
imagined.” ... Paul McComashas a free
show coming up at Stage 773: the two-act
theatrical version his his 2002 novel Un-
plugged. And his band has signed a label
deal and will be touring. ... Shari Wagner’s
new website, “Through the Sycamores:
Exploring the Hoosier Landscape with
Indiana's Poet Laureate,” is at 
http://www.throughthesycamores.com ...
John Christgau’s romantic comedy
“The Anthrax Factory”will be performed
at 7 p.m. April 21, 22 and 23 at the Little
Theater, Hillsdale High, 3115 Del Monte
St., San Mateo, Calif. It tells the story of
John and Mary, two young soldiers at a
military prison in Arabian desert who  con-
coct a plan to aggravate their paranoid
commanding officer by spreading the
rumor that the prisoners are secretly wea-
ponizing anthrax. Tickets are $20. ... Con-
dolencesto longtime SMAboard member
and treasurer Robert Remer, whose wife,
Katie Remer, died of complications from
multiple myeloma at Rush University
Medical Center in Chicago on Jan. 27. ...
On Jan. 9, Susan Croce Kellyspoke to
the Missouri Route 66 Association about
“The US 66 Highway Association and the
Zaniest Sporting Event of All Time” (i.e.,
the Bunion Derby of 1928). On Jan. 12,
she spoke to the history committee of the
Transportation Research Board in Wash-
ington D.C. on “Politics and Pavement –
It took a lot of horse trading before the
professionalism of the Progressive Era took
control of the American Highway System.”
... Jim Schwab reports “fantastic news.”
He’s been elected to the College of Fellows
of the American Institute of Certified
Planners. The APA executive director
wrote: “Jim Schwab, AICP, has been piv-
otal in innovating and leading the integra-
tion of natural hazards into planning prac-
tice. Through his leadership spanning
more than two decades in APA's research
department, and, since 2008, as Manager
of the APA Hazards Planning Center, he
has played a central role in creating and
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TWO NEW BOOKS
Linda A. Gerdner, who has traveled to

Hmong villages in
rural Laos and the last
refugee settlement in
Thailand, has two new
books: Hmong Story
Cloths: Preserving
Historical & Cultural
Treasures(Schiffer
Publishing, Sept. 28,
2015) and (with con-
tributor Shoua V

‘BREAKOUT BOOK’
The 15 stories in Amina Gautier’s The

Loss of All Lost Things(Elixir Press,
February 1, 2016) explore the unpre-
dictable ways in which characters
negotiate, experience, and manage vari-
ous forms of loss. They lose loved ones;
they lose their security and self-worth;

they lose children;
they lose their ability
to hide and shield their
emotions; they lose
their reputations, their
careers, their home-
towns, and their life
savings. Often depict-
ing the awkward
moments when charac-
ters are torn between
decision and outcome,

The Loss of All Lost Thingsfocuses on
moments of regret and yearning.

Author Robert Boswell wrote, “Amina
Gautier’s third prize-winning collection
of stories should be the breakout book
that establishes her as one of the best
writers of short fiction in the country.”

Amina Gautier

Linda A. Gerdner Turn to Page 6

Xiong) Demystifying Hmong Shamanism:
Practice and Use(Bauu Institute, Nov. 1,
2015).

Hmong story cloths provide a visual
documentation of the historical and cul-
tural legacy of the Hmong people from

Turn to Page 6

the country of Laos. The Hmong first
began making the story cloths during
their time in refugee camps. Featured
here are 48 vibrant story cloths that pro-
vide a comprehensive look at their lives
and culture. 

Demystifying Hmong Shamanismis the
first book to provide a comprehensive
discussion of shamanism as practiced and
experienced by Hmong Americans.

Gerdner writes to say, “I have had a
longstanding interest in culture. I learned
about the Hmong people of Laos after
earning my doctorate, and decided to
seek a position in St. Paul/Minneapolis,
Minn., where I could work with members
of the Hmong American community. I
selected that geographic area because it
had the highest concentration of Hmong
Americans living in the United. States.

“Initially , I was interested in their tradi-
tional spiritual belief system and the
intregal component of shamanism within
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Society of Midland Authors
Annual Dinner Registration Form

The Society of Midland
Authors annual awards
banquet will be held May
10 at the Cliff Dwellers
Club, 22nd floor, 200 S.
Michigan, Chicago. 

The reception with a
cash bar will start at 6 p.m.
Dinner will begin at 7 p.m. 

Rex Huppkewill be the
emcee.

Number of medallions of pork tenderloin dinners at
$75 each. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Number of vegetarian (wild mushroom ravioli) dinners
at $75 each.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Donation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Name:

Number of grilled filet of salmon dinners at $75 each. 

Please clip above form and mail to: Dinner Reservation, Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL60610
You may also download a similar form at our website, www.midlandauthors.com or pay via PayPal.

(Berkley, Jan. 5, 2016).
Hyzy writes to day, “As reported in the

most recent Society of Midland Authors
newsletter, Foreign Eclairsis the last
installment of the White House Chef
mystery series that I'll write. The compa-
ny that owns the copyright may choose to
continue the series with another author,
but I'm saying farewell to Ollie and the
gang. 

“What I can tell you – beyond the
book's description – is that I've purposely
left the ending a bit vague. All the pieces

are in place to continue our intrepid chef's
adventures if the series continues, but
pieces are also in place for Ollie's life to
take a dramatic turn. If she chooses, her
adventures may continue in an entirely
different way. I'm very happy with how
I've ended the series – even though a few
readers are grumbling about not getting a
Hollywood ending.

“Walking away from the WHChef
series is bittersweet. I'm sorry to leave
Ollie but looking forward to expanding
my horizons, writing-wise. I intend to
continue the Manor House (Grace) series
for at least two more books, but I also
hope to go back to writing slightly darker,
edgier stories. This is an exciting time for
me.”

‘LAST INSTALLMENT’
White House executive chef Ollie Paras

has served plenty of meals to foreign dig-
nitaries from around the world. But
someone is ready to serve her an ice-cold
dish of revenge. That’s the story line in
Julie Hyzy’s new book Foreign Eclairs

A SERIESOF SHORT PLAYS
Literary License reported in September

Paul McComashad a new book of short
plays out, co-authored with Stephen D.
Sullivan and titled Uncanny Enounters –
Live!

McComas writes, “This book came out

these beliefs. The more I learned the
more questions I had, and the more I
wanted to learn. I was ‘adopted’into a
family and accepted by the Hmong com-
munity. I began expanding my knowledge
of the people and culture.

“Community members provided oppor-
tunities to attend shamanic healing cere-
monies and encouraged me to write a
book about these experiences to promote
understanding. Twenty-six years later I
am still learning and have made lasting
friendships. My life has been enriched by
these experiences.”  
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shaping a new subfield of professional
planning.” The induction ceremony will
be in Phoenix on April 3. Also, Jim also
emails to say that his blog, "Home of the
Brave," hit the milestone of 10,000 regis-
tered subscribers at around 5 p.m. on Jan.
15. ... In February, Thomas Frisbiecele-
brated his 40th anniversary at the Chicago
Sun-Times. Some of his answers to ques-
tions that appeared in the company news-
letter: What did you do before working at
the Chicago Sun-Times?“So long ago, I
don’t remember. I think I worked as an
apprentice in Gutenberg’s printing shop”;
What do you do for fun?“I pore over the
employee handbook, looking for loop-
holes.” Any words of wisdom? “Blame
everything on the latest upgrade.” ...
Corr ection: A typo appeared in an SMA
member’s name in the print version of
some copies of the February issue of
Literary License. The correct spelling is
Stan “Tex” Banash. 

Follow Biblio File on Twitter
@BiblioFile_SMA

Biblio File
Continued from Page 4

William O’Rourke is the author of
Confessions of a Guilty Freelancer
(Indiana University Press, 2012), The
Harrisburg 7 and the New Catholic Left
(1972), Signs of the Literary Times: Essays,
Reviews, Profiles(1993) and On Having a
Heart Attack: A Medical Memoir(2006),
as well as the novels The Meekness of

Isaac(1974), Idle
Hands(1981), Crim-
inal Tendencies (1987),
and Notts(1996). His
book Campaign Amer-
ica ’96: The View From
the Couch, published
in 1997, was reissued
in paperback with an
updated epilogue in
2000. A sequel,

Campaign America 2000: The View From
the Couch, was published in 2001. He is
editor of On the Job: Fiction about Work
by Contemporary American Writers and
(with John Matthias)of the collection
Notre Dame Review: The First Ten Years.
He has been awarded two NEA awards
and a New York State Councilon the Arts
CAPS grant. He was the first James
Thurber Writer-in-Residence at the
Thurber House in Columbus, Ohio. He
was nominated by
Joseph Gustaitis.

Mar y Barr is author
of Friends Disappear:
The Battle for Racial
Equality in Evanston
(University of Chicago
Press, 2014), which
offers a detailed account
of the city’s 1960s and
’70s civil rights history.
She is a lecturer in the Department of
Sociology and Anthropology at Clemson
Universityand holds a doctoral degree in
African American studies and sociology
from Yale University. Evanston, Ill., is her
hometown.She was nominated by
Thomas Frisbie.

Michael Fedois author of nine books,
most recently Zenith City: Stories from
Duluth (University of Minnesota Press,
2014). Other books include: A Sawdust
Heart, My Vaudeville Life in Medicineand
Tent Shows, by Henry Wood, as told to

Michael Fedo (University of Minnesota
Press, 2011), a novel, Indians in the
Arborvitae(Green Bean Press, 2002), The
Lynchings in Duluth (Borealis Books, 2000),
One Shining Season (Pharos Books,1991),
and The Man From Lake Wobegon(St.
Martin's Press, 1988).  His radio script,
"Trial By Mob" was adapted from The

Lynchings in Duluth,
and broadcast by the
St. Cloud State Unive-
rsity public radio station,
and the second edition
of The Lynchings in
Duluth, will be
released this spring.
He is a graduate of the
University of
Minnesota-Duluth, and

Kent State University, where he earned a
graduate degree in broadcasting and theater.  

He was nominated by Joseph Gustaitis.

Shari Wagner is author of two books
of poems: The Harmonist at Nightfall:
Poems of Indiana and Evening Chore, and
co-author with her
father of Making
the Rounds:
Memoirs of a
Small-Town Doctor
and A Hundred
Camels: A Mission
Doctor’s Murder
Trial and Sojourn
in Somalia. 

She is editor of
Returning: Stories
from the Indianapolis Senior Centerand
is Indiana Poet Laureate for 2016 and
2017. Her poems or essays have appeared
in The Writer ’s Almanac, American Life
in Poetry, North American Review,
Shenandoah, The Christian Century, Black
Warrior Review and Best American Non-
required Reading 2013. She has had three
Pushcart Prize nominations and two Arts
Council of Indianapolis Creative Renewal
Fellow-ships, as well as 10 grants from
the Indiana Arts Commission. In 2009,
she was co-winner of Shenandoah’s The
Carter Prize for the Essay.

She teaches poetry and memoir writing
at the Indiana Writers Center and litera-
ture for Butler University’s Religion,
Spirituality and the Arts seminar.

She was nominated by Thomas Frisbie.

Mar y Barr

Michael Fedo

New Members

Shari Wagner
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William O’Rourke

in 2015, but we’re just getting around to
publicizing it – I was laid up for a long
tie (including 93 days in the hospital/care

center) after a near-fatal October 2014 car
accident.”

The subtitle sums up the book this way,
“Dark Drama, Sci-Fi Screams, & Horrific
Humor.”



7LITERARY LICENSE, MARCH 2016

This is Part Eight of the history of the
Society. 

Emerson Hough(1857-1923) was the
SMA's second president, serving from
1916 to 1918. An Iowa native who lived
in Chicago after 1897, he was best known
for writing historical novels, such as The
Mississippi Bubble(the No. 4 best-seller
of 1902 in the U.S.), and Westerns, such
as 1922's The Covered Wagon.   

"Emerson Hough was a virile outdoorsy
man who might have been one of his own
pioneer characters," Butcher recalled. 

In 1894, working as a reporter, Hough
had written a story
about a poacher in
Yellowstone boasting
that he wouldn't face
punishment for killing
a buffalo. The outrage
sparked by that story
led to a wildlife pro-
tection law with more
teeth. 

During World War I, he served as a cap-
tain with the Intelligence Service and
wrote the official account of the activities
of the American Protective League, a
group that tried to enforce patriotism and
stifle dissent. His book The Web: A
Revelation of Patriotismcalled for the
"selective immigration, deportation of un-
Americans, and denaturalization of 'dis-
loyal' citizens and anarchists." He wrote,
"We must purify the source of America's
population and keep it pure." A New York
Times review of the book remarked that
the league's activities were among "the
finest and biggest and most useful" of
America's accomplishments during the
war, but in hindsight, they look like an
example of the paranoid attitudes of that
era, which came to be known for its "Red
Scare."

The APL was the most powerful of sev-
eral patriotic organizations that enlisted
volunteers to spy on their fellow
Americans, looking out for people who
were disloyal to the United States and
reporting their findings to government
intelligence agencies. The APL began in
Chicago and operated for a while out of
the People's Gas Building. It called itself
"the largest company of detectives the

world ever saw" and "the mysterious
power behind our Government."

"By the autumn of 1918, there were at
least 300,000 APL spies hidden in the
folds of American society, watching, trail-
ing, and taping their bosses, colleagues,
employees, neighbors, even the local
butcher or their children's schoolteach-
ers," Ann Hagedorn wrote in her 2007
book Hope and Fear in America, 1919.
"…Riding a tidal wave of intolerance,
Leaguers listened for the telltale whispers
of a treacherous enemy force that could
be conspiring to destroy America. No
matter where they were – amusement

parks, theaters,
saloons, private par-
ties-they stopped every
man of draft age and
demanded to see his
registration card."

The group did not
appear to care much
about civil liberties, as
Hough revealed in his

book. "It is supposed that breaking and
entering a man's home or office place
without warrant is burglary. Granted," he
wrote. "But the League has done that
thousands of times and has never been
detected!" (Hough's activities fighting
against what he viewed as subversion
were mentioned nine decades later
in Hagedorn's book, which was a
finalist in 2008 for the SMA's
adult nonfiction award.)

In the summer of 1918,
Edgar Lee Masters wrote a
letter to Harriet Monr oe: "The
War has got so thoroughly into
me that I can hardly go on some-
times, complexed as it is with
grief that keeps my imagination
at high speed."

That same summer, Randall
Parrish proposed an amendment to the
SMA's constitution: "No alien enemy and
no person who has been known to express
disrespect for the Government or the
Institutions of the United States shall be
admitted or retained in the membership of
The Society of Midland Authors." The
board unanimously voted for this change
in the bylaws – apparently reflecting the
widespread fear in America over immi-

grants from countries fighting against the
United States in World War I. The
Society's board sent a letter to its mem-
bers to vote on this amendment.  

Hobart Chatfield-Taylor's reply indi-
cated that this proposal had been sparked
by one particular author whom some
Society members apparently wanted to keep
out of their ranks, but the letter doesn't
reveal who that was. Chatfield-Taylor also
pointed out a flaw in the logic of this effort.
"In regard to alien enemies, I beg to point
out that an alien born in an enemy coun-
try who has become a naturalised citizen
of the U.S. is not an alien enemy, and that
I am under the impression that this is the
status of the gentleman against whom the
proposed amendment is directed,"

Chatfield-Taylor wrote. "If I am correct
in believing him to be a citizen, some
other reason than the charge of being an
enemy will have to be advanced, or we may
find ourselves charged with criminal libel." 

One author, Ridgely Torr enceof
Xenia, Ohio, sent back the letter with a
simple handwritten note: "I vote no." That
prompted Hough to write to Torrence (a
poet who'd written “Three Plays for a
Negro Theater” the previous year). "It is
brought to my attention that yours is the
only vote against the 'alien enemy'

amendment to the Constitution of the
Society of Midland Authors,"

Hough replied. "As this, in view
of the feeling in the Society,
seems somewhat extraordinary,
I am asking you to write me, if
you please, and explain your
attitude in the matter." 

When Torrence didn't
respond to that letter, the board

wrote to him again, imploring him
to explain himself and informing
him that his membership in the
Society had been suspended for

thirty days. If Torrence ever did explain
his "no" vote, that explanation does not
seem to be in the Society's archives at the
University of Illinois at Chicago Library.
Also missing is an explanation of what
happened to the amendment prohibiting
"enemy" aliens from joining the Society.
When the Society published its constitu-
tion in its next yearbook, the bylaws did
not include the provision.

A history of the Society

Literary
Lore

Robert
Loerzel

Emerson Hough
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Melvin Holli , a longtime member of
the Society of Midland Authors who won
the Society’s 1982 History book award,
was a student of the history of Chicago
and its mayors.

Mr. Holli, who wrote or edited
18 books and was a history pro-
fessor at the University of
Illinois at Chicago, died Jan. 7
of complications from
Alzheimer’s disease. He was 82.  

Mr. Holli and co-author Peter
d'A Jones won the SMAaward
for Ethnic Chicago(Edmans
Publishing Co.). The book por-
trayed Chicago ethnic groups.  

In 1999, Literary License reported:
“When last we left Melvin Holli, he had
gone boldly where no historian has dared
to go before: rating the good, the bad and
the truly mediocre mayors in The
American Mayor: The Best and the Worst
Big City Leaders. Now comes The View
from Chicago's City Hall: Mid-Century to
Millennium (with Paul Green).”

10 LITERARY LICENSE, MARCH 2016

Society of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419
Chicago IL60610

Address Service Requested

Final Chapters Among other books Mr. Holli either
wrote or edited books was The Making of
the Mayor, Chicago 1983 about the election
of Harold Washington as Chicago mayor. 

“He was an outstanding scholar,”
Green, a Roosevelt University professor

of public administration who col-
laborated with Mr. Holli on sev-
eral books, told the Chicago
Tribune.

In 2001, Literary License
reported it had “received a photo
from a Finnish news magazine
informing readers that Melvin
Holli is sitting on the steps of the
National Cathedral in Helsinki
while in town to speak about
‘USA:n presidentit.’”

As an archivist Mr. Holli established an
urban historical collection at UIC contain-
ing manuscripts, historical documents and
primary resources for researchers, includ-
ing the correspondence of early SMAmem-
ber Jane Addams, the Tribune reported.

The collection is now held at the
Special Collections and University
Archives Department at UIC's Richard J.

Daley Library, which also holds the
archives of the Society of Midland
Authors.

Mr. Holli was born and raised in
Ishpeming, Mich. He attended Suomi
College – now Finlandia University,
Northern Michigan University and gradu-
ate school at the University of Michigan,
where he earned a master's degree and a
doctorate in American history. Mr. Holli
met his future wife, Betsy, at Michigan
and they married in 1961.

He was a two-time Fulbright recipient
(1978 and 1989) and in 1969 was awarded
a National Endowment for the Humanities
Fellowship for University Teachers.

UIC quoted SMAmember Dick
Simpsonas saying Mr. Holli’ s books and
teaching “imparted critical understanding
to Chicago politics and the role of
American mayors.” 

“He and his colleagues in the history
department trained nearly every major
Chicago history scholar,” Simpson said.
“He helped to make UIC the leading uni-
versity of Chicago and urban history and
politics.”  

Melvin Holli


